Beginning of tbe Uiterars Devolution
121
small degree, the fault of the rapturous mutual admiration in vogue in the circle, the dangers of which Goethe thought he had barely escaped by the scathing criticisms of Herder. But the less Lenz attained by actual achievement to the importance for which he longed, the more he sought to increase the weight of his personality by all sorts of machinations.    Goethe also suffered from this spirit of intrigue, for Lenz bestowed upon him a wonderful combination of love and admiration, envy and hatred.    It was another pernicious peculiarity of his that he loved to toy with the fictions of his fancy, treating them now as real, now as empty, until he lost control over them and consequently fluctuated between the most irreconcilable moods and aspirations, and plunged from one self-deception into another. But his  morbidness,  whimsicality, and eccentricity were not completely revealed until later.    In the few remaining months that he was associated with Goethe in Strasburg his better nature was always dominant and made him for Goethe and the others a beloved companion.
With Ms strong interest in the theatre, he seized with avidity Herder's thoughts on Shakespeare and the modern drama.     But, for his revolutionary desire to bring forth something entirely new, Herder's standpoint did not suffice. He shared Herder's enthusiasm for Shakespeare, but drew from the English poet quite other lessons.   While Herder, following Shakespeare, demanded a great historical event as the basis of a drama, Lenz admitted actions or events as motives only in comedy; tragedy should rest entirely upon great or remarkable characters.    And in support of this axiom he referred not only to Shakespeare but also to the oldest German dramatists, for example, Hans Sachs. ^ Obscure and strange as were these opinions, expressed in his Anmerkungen uber das Theater, still, because they turned all previous influential criticism topsy-turvy, they were warmly received by the Strasburg circle, and hence Goethe refers those who care to know what discussions were carried on in his day in the Strasburg society both to Herder's essay on Shakespeare and to Lenz's article.